
California Probate
How to Know If You Need To Go Through 

Probate in California?

Loss

Will 

This information is only relevant to probate exceptions in the state of California. This information is not meant as legal advise. If you need more information for 

cases in California please contact us at 951-683-3704 or  grossmanlaw.net

This is called date of death.

what do I do 

now?

Does this 
Estate Need 

to Go 
through 

Probate?

Estate 

consists only 

of Personal 

Property 

worth 

$150,000 or 

less

No 
Probate 

Needed if:

No 
Probate 

Needed if:

No 
Probate 

Needed if: No 
Probate 

Needed if:

What are 

the assets? 

Is there a 

will?

Estate consists 

of Real and  

Personal 

Property worth 

$150,000 or 

less

After 40 days you need 

to file a petition and an 

appraisal or inventory 

will have to be 

completed by a probate 

referee and submitted 

to the probate court

After 40 days you can 

provide an affidavit and 

death certificate to 

whoever is holding the 

property and receive it 

without going thorough 

probate

Estate consists 

only of Real 

Property worth 

$20,000 or less

The entire 

Estate is 

passing only 

to a surviving 

spouse

After 6 months you need 

to file an affidavit and an 

appraisal or inventory 

will have to be 

completed by a probate 

referee and submitted to 

the probate court

No waiting period, but 

pleadings will need to be 

filed with the probate 

court. While an appraisal 

is not required, the 

spouse should complete 

one to establish a new 

tax basis.

Losing a loved one is tough, knowing what to expect next can make things easier. 

While every case is unique we offer a book to help you decide your next step. 

Click here for your free book

If you need to go through probate or are not sure, 

please feel free to call us! We are here to help!

If you said NO to all the above, 

You need to do a Probate

Loss of a Loved One

http://www.grossmanlaw.net/reports/the-insiders-guide-to-california-probate-and-trust-administration.cfm

